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Schedule of Lectures:
Lectures: Tuesday 12-1

Seminars: Friday 11-12 and 12-1

1. Introduction: Where is Poland, and who are the Poles?

2. From the era of Golden Liberties to the May 3 Constitution

3  Partition, nationalism, insurrection

4. Industrialization, emancipation, and the birth of modern politics

5. World War I and the early days of independence

6. Politics, economics, and culture in the Second Republic

7. Tensions of coexistence: The multiethnic state

8. World War II: Occupation and resistance

9. The Holocaust

10. 'Building socialism'

11. 'Really existing socialism'? Crisis and opposition

12. Epilogue: In the 'new Europe'



Attendance:
Students are required to attend ALL lectures and seminars. 

Reading List:
Reading lists can be found on the module catalogue/within this handbook.

Assessments

Assessment Weighting:

First essay 30%; second essay 70%

Assessed Work

One short essay of 1500 words (including notes, excluding bibliography) and one longer essay of 2000 words (including notes, excluding bibliography).

Deadline for Assessed Work:

First essay: 20 November 2009

Second essay: 15 January 2010

The deadline for submitting work into the School Office is 4pm on the dates stated above.

The School Office closes at 4pm every day, so if you do need to hand work in late you must complete both the standard cover sheet and a late submission form. Copies of these documents can be found in containers on the School Office door. Once completed these forms should be attached to your work and put in the late work post box, which is situated just outside the door of the School Office.

Extensions can be granted by Pippa Stacey (Office Manager) and your Degree Programme Director. 

For guidance purposes it should be noted that extensions will only normally be granted in the following situations: 

•
Debilitating personal illness supported by a medical certificate 

•
Serious illness or death of a close relative 

•
Participation in a University-approved scheme for which strict guidelines for extensions/extra time will be issued 

•
In the case of part-time or work-based students, unplanned and unavoidable work commitments 

Extension and late submission information can be found at the School Office. 



Past Exam Papers
N/A

Marking Criteria

For details of the criteria that module leaders take into consideration when assessing your work, please refer to the Degree Programme Handbook (section 6.8)

 

Modifications in response to module feedback

Student feedback is collected via questionnaires and during Board of Studies and Staff Student Committees. Feedback is taken into consideration when reviewing module content and structure.

If you have any questions or suggestions please don't hesitate to approach me directly. Feedback is normally collected at the end of the module, when it's too late to do something for the people taking the module. If there's something I can do during the course (e.g., organising a revision session, or taking time to look at specific issues that bother you), I will try to accommodate such requests wherever reasonable and possible.



Introduction


This module presents the Polish experience as a lens through which to view major themes in modern history: constitutionalism vs. authoritarianism; nationalism and nation-building; the social bases of support for – and resistance to – dictatorship; challenges to coexistence in ethnically diverse societies; and the dynamics of total war, genocide, and ethnic cleansing. Drawing upon a wide range of secondary and primary sources (e.g., documents, memoirs, film), it examines political, cultural, and social developments. Throughout, we will balance a view of history 'from above' with that of history from 'below', considering how ordinary people have both responded to - and made - history.

Teaching and learning


Lectures provide a general overview within a chronological and thematic framework. Please do the required reading before each lecture; the lectures are meant to supplement your reading, not replace it, and to highlight certain themes or ideas rather than convey basic historical information. In addition, a list of further reading is provided to help you deepen and broaden your knowledge; you should try to read at least one additional suggested reading each week. 
Students are also strongly advised to buy their own copy of a basic survey of Polish history and to read the appropriate section each week. Prazmowska’s A History of Poland  and Lukowski and Zawadzki's Concise History of Poland are recommended over Zamoyski’s and other more popular and/or outdated books; Norman Davies's God's Playground (vol. II) is also recommended, with the caveat that, while very readable and lively, it is both lengthier and more ideological than those mentioned above. Two other historical surveys, dealing in detail with particular periods, may also prove useful: Wandycz, The Lands of Partitioned Poland; Kemp-Welch, Poland under Communism; and Paczkowski, The Spring Will Be Ours. Finally, your life will be much easier if you buy your own copies of those books we will be reading large chunks of or in whole, such as Snyder's The Reconstruction of Nations, Zeromski’s The Faithful River, and Redlich’s Together and Apart in Brzezany.

Assessment


Assessment is by two essays of 1500 words and 2000 words, respectively (word counts include notes but not bibliography); the first essay is worth 30%, and the second 70% of your grade. Essay 1 is due 20 November at 4 p.m.; essay 2 is due on 15 January at 4 p.m. Further details on these assignments will be provided early in the semester together with an extensive bibliography of recommended sources.

A word about language


Polish is an unfamiliar and strange-looking language to most English speakers. And yet Polish orthography is actually quite straightforward once you get the hang of it. The spelling system is consistent and, unlike in English, there is close to a one-to-one correspondence between letters and sounds. It's worth spending a some time at the beginning of term to familiarise yourself with the pronunciation of Polish words; there are pronunciation guides in some of the books mentioned here, as well as online. Try to sound out names and places as you do your reading; not only will you be able to impress any Pole you meet when you can correctly roll  'Kościuszko' or 'Piłsudski' off your tongue, but you'll find it easier to remember facts and information when you know what they sound like. 'I'm not even going to try to pronounce this' will not be considered an acceptable statement during seminar discussions.


Place names are always a troublesome issue in Eastern Europe, where places historically inhabited by multiple language communities have a corresponding variety of names (e.g., Lemberg, Lwów, L'viv, L'vov....). Except where the name of a place is commonly anglicized (e.g., Warsaw not Warszawa), we will follow the convention spelled out in more detail in the preface to Snyder's The Reconstruction of Nations: we will use the name assigned by the territory's rulers at that particular historical moment. So, under the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Lemberg; after Polish independence, Lwów; in independent Ukraine, L'viv, etc.


Finally, please note that Polish uses a number of diacritical marks that change the sound of the letters to which they are attached; please do not omit them in your written work.
                             

Week 1

Lecture: Where is Poland, and who are the Poles?

We will use the occasion to situate ourselves in time and space: What are we talking about when we talk about 'Poland'? Is it a state - and if so, which one (the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth;  the Second Republic; the Polish People's Republic)? Is it a territory - and again, if so, what lands of present-day Europe does it include? Who, moreover, are the Poles (does 'Polishness' describe ethnicity, citizenship, allegiance to an idea...)--and why did Poland's 'national poet' Adam Mickiewicz begin his most famous poem (Pan Tadeusz), 'O Lithuania, my fatherland!'?

Seminar:  

Required reading:

Miłosz, Czesław. Native Realm: A Search for Self-Definition. Translated by Catherine S. Leach. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1968, 7-35 OR Schama, Simon. Landscape and Memory. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1996, 'Prologue' and pp. 37-53. (Blackboard--herafter 'BB')

Snyder, Timothy. The Reconstruction of Nations: Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, 1569-1999. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003, 'Names and Sources', 'Introduction' and Ch. 1.

www.commonwealth.pl [explore this website at a leisurely pace - be sure not to miss the segment on Tatar heritage]

-What sort of linear or teleological historical narratives does Snyder wish to unseat or unsettle? Who are his ostensible interlocutors/debating partners?

-How is Schama's description of the Polish landscape colored by 'memory'? And whose memory is it?

-In what ways might a history of 'landscape' intersect with, or diverge from, traditional histories (of wars, nation-states)? Can we 'read' landscapes like other kinds of documents/texts, as Schama suggests?

-What does the above website suggest about how each group mentioned may have defined itself, and been defined by others?

Further reading:

Federowicz, J. K., et. al., eds. A Republic of Nobles: Studies in Polish History to 1864

Hann & Magosci, eds. Galicia: A Multicultured Land

Hertz, Alexander. The Jews in Polish Culture

Lerski, Jan. Historical Dictionary of Poland, 966-1945

Magocsi, Paul Robert. A History of Ukraine

Polonsky, A. The Jews in Poland and Russia. Vol. 1, 1350-1881

Reid, Anna. Borderland: A Journey Through the History of Ukraine

Stone, Daniel. The Polish-Lithuanian State, 1386-1795

Subtelny, Orest. Ukraine: A History

Wolff, Larry. The Idea of Galicia: History and Fantasy in Habsburg Political Culture

[Week 1, cont.]

Lecture: From the Era of Golden Liberties to the May 3 Constitution

Required reading:

Brzezinski, Mark. The Struggle for Constitutionalism in Poland. Houndmills, Basingstoke: Macmillan press, 2000, 32-45. (BB)

Lukowski, Jerzy. Liberty’s Folly: The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the Eighteenth Century, 1697-1795. London: Routledge, 1991, Ch. 1. (BB)

Seminar:

Required reading:

Constitution of May 3, 1791 in Biskupski & Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration: Essays and Documents. Boulder, CO: East European Monographs, 1990, 168-77. (BB--listed as 'Documents for weeks 2-3')

- What were the core elements of szlachta identity? What constituted the Polish nation at this time? What was the 'nationality' of peasants? Jews? Lithuanian nobles?

- What were the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth's particular strengths and weaknesses?

- Was the Commonwealth a democracy?

- What problems did Enlightenment-era reforms, and in particular the May 3 constitution, seek to solve? Did they succeed?

· Was the First Republic a modern state? In what ways? Conversely, in what ways could Poland be considered an anachronism in the Age of Absolutism?

Further reading:

Fiszman, Samuel, ed. Constitution and Reform in Eighteenth-century Poland: The Constitution of 3 May 1791

Lorence-Kot, Child-Rearing and Reform: A Study of the Nobility in Eighteenth-Century Poland

Lukowski, Jerzy. Disorderly Liberty: The Political Culture of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the Eighteenth Century

Lukowski, Jerzy. “Recasting Utopia: Montesquieu, Rousseau and the Polish Constitution of 3 May 1791.” The Historical Journal 37, no. 1 65-87.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. The Government of Poland

Week 2

Lecture: Partition, nationalism, insurrection

Required reading: 

Snyder, The Reconstruction of Nations, Ch. 2

Seminar

Required reading:

Lorence-Kot, Bogna. “Konspiracja: Probing the Topography of Women's Underground Activities: The Kingdom of Poland in the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century.” In Women in Polish Society, edited by Rudolf Jaworski, and Bianka Pietrow-Ennker, Boulder, CO: East European Monographs, 1992. (BB)

'Połaniec Manifesto' and 'Manifesto of the Polish Democratic Society' in Biskupski and Pula, 189-209. (BB--listed as 'Documents for weeks 2-3')

Żeromski, Stefan. The Faithful River. Translated by Bill Johnston. Chicago: Northwestern University Press, 1999 or Adam Mickiewicz, 'Pan Tadeusz', Book One. (BB)

- Compare the dilemmas of Lithuanian and Polish nationalism.

- Who was fighting for what, and why, in the November and January insurrections?

- What, do you think, would Żeromski offer as an explanation for the uprising's failure? Does his image of Polish women accord with that of Lorence-Kot? Where does solidarity begin and end in his vision of sex and nation?

· How does Mickiewicz contrast and juxtapose the 'pleasures and the petty strife/ Of peaceful Lithuanian country life' with the geopolitical events of the day?

Further readings:

Eile, Stanislaw. Literature and Nationalism in Partitioned Poland, 1795-1918. New York: St. Martin's Press, 2000.

Lukowski, Jerzy. The Partitions of Poland: 1772, 1793, 1795

Najder, Zdsislaw. Joseph Conrad

Najder, Zdzislaw and Halina Carroll-Najder, eds. Conrad Under Familial Eyes: Texts

Nathans, Benjamin and Safran, Gabriella. Culture Front: Representing Jews in Eastern Europe

Opalski, Magdalena and Israel Bartal. Poles and Jews: A Failed Brotherhood

Wandycz, Piotr. The Lands of Partitioned Poland, 1795-1918

Week 3

Lecture: Industrialization, emancipation, and the birth of modern politics

Required reading:

Frank, Alison Fleig. Oil Empire: Visions of Prosperity in Austrian Galicia. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005, Introduction, Chs. 1 & 4.

Porter, Brian. “Who is a Pole and Where is Poland? Territory and Nation in the Rhetoric of Polish National Democracy Before 1905.” Slavic Review 51 (1992): 639-53.

Seminar

Required reading:

'Patriotism' by Bolesław Prus; 'Aims of the Polish Socialist Party'; and from 'The Policy of the Proletariat' by Ignacy Daszyński in For Your Freedom and Ours, 106-11, 150-51, 159-61(BB--listed as 'Documents for weeks 3-4')

Słomka, From Serfdom to Self-Government, Chs. 2 & 6.  (BB)

Stauter-Halsted, Keely. “Rural Myth and Modern Nation: Peasant Commemorations of Polish National Holidays, 1879-1910.” In Staging the Past: The Politics of Commemoration in Habsburg Central Europe, 1848 to the Present, edited by Maria Bucur, and Nancy M. Wingfield, West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 2001. (BB)

- How did shifting notions of nation and nationalisty reflect changing social, political, and economic realities in the post-January period?

- What were the main vectors of nation-building in the late partition period?

· In what ways did liberalism and socialism respond to foreign domination in the late partition era?

Further reading:

Blanke, Richard. Prussian Poland in the German Empire (1871-1900). East European Monographs. New York: Columbia University Press, 1981.

Blejwas, Stanislaus A. Realism in Polish Politics: Warsaw Positivism and National Survival in Nineteenth Century Poland. New Haven: Yale Concilium on International and Area Studies, 1984.

Blobaum, Robert. Antisemitism and Its Opponents in Modern Poland

Czaplicka, John. Lviv: A City In the Crosscurrents of Culture

Dabrowski, Patrice. Commemorations and the Shaping of Modern Poland

Michlic, Joanna. Poland’s Threatening Other

Molenda, Jan. “Transformations in the social structure and in the consciousness and aspirations of the Polish peasants at the turn of the 20th century.” Acta Poloniae Historica 57 (1988): 117-36.

Narkiewicz, Olga A. The Green Flag: Polish Populist Politics, 1867-1970. London: Croom Helm, 1976.

Polonsky, A. The Jews in Poland and Russia. Vol. 2, 1881-1914

Porter, Brian. When Nationalism Began to Hate

Prokopovych, Markian. Habsburg Lemberg: Architecture, Public Space, and Politics in the Galician Capital, 1772-1914

Jedlicki, Jerzy. A Suburb of Europe: Nineteenth-Century Polish Approaches to Western Civilization. Budapest: Central European University Press, 1999.

Kalinowska, Izabela. Between East and West: Polish and Russian Nineteenth-Century Travel to the Orient. Rochester: University of Rochester Press, 2004.

Shatz, Jeffrey. The Generation

Sinkoff, Nancy, Out of the Shtetl: Making Jews Modern in the Polish Borderlands

Stanislawski, Michael. A Murder in Lemberg: Politics, Religion, and Violence in Modern Jewish History

Thomas, William I. and Florian Znaniecki. The Polish Peasant in Europe and America: A Classic Work in Immigration History. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1996.

Week 4: World War I and the early days of independence

Witold Gombrowicz, Polish Memories. Translated by Bill Johnston. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004, 1-45. (BB)

Snyder, The Reconstruction of Nations, Ch. 3 and pp. 133-44 OR Wandycz, Piotr S. “Poland's Place in Europe in the Concepts of Piłsudski and Dmowski.” East European Politics and Societies 4, no. 3 (1990), 451-68.

Stachura, Peter D. Poland, 1918-1945: An Interpretive and Documentary History of the Second Republic. Routledge, 2004, documents in Ch. 1. (BB)

- Was Polish independence an inevitable outcome of the collapse of the three partitioning powers? Was Versailles's approach to East Central Europe the right one? 

- How did the coincidence of revolution in Russia and independence at home shape nascent Polish politics?

- Compare Dmowski and Piłsudski's visions for independent Poland. What models and influences were paramount for each? Were their visions utterly incompatible, or were there areas of overlap between them? 

- What prevented the creation of a federalist Poland? What sort of nationality policies were open to Piłsudski following the collapse of this vision?

· How did the legacies of partition follow Poland into independence? What regional differences remained to be overcome?

Further reading:

Babel, Isaac. 1920 Diary. Translated by H.T. Willetts. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995.

Blobaum, Robert. Rewolucja: Russian Poland, 1904-1907

Davies, N. White Eagle, Red Star

Prazmowska, Anita. Makers of the Modern World: Ignacy Paderewski: Poland

5. Politics, economics, and culture in the Second Republic

'Khane' in in Shandler, Jeffrey, (ed.) Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland Before the Holocaust. New Haven: YIVO and Yale University Press, 2002. (BB)

Plach, Eva. The Clash of Moral Nations: Cultural Politics in Piłsudski's Poland, 1926-1935. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2006, selections OR Rothschild, Joseph. East Central Europe Between the Two World Wars. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1974, Ch. 2.

'Rules of the S.I. Witkiewicz Portrait-Painting Firm' and 'Narcotics: Nicotine, Alcohol, Cocaine, Peyote, Morphine, and Ether' in Gerould, Daniel Charles, (ed.) The Witkiewicz Reader. Northwestern University Press, 1992. (BB)

- How was the identity of each of the authors above ('Khane', Schulz, Witkacy) shaped by his/her position in interwar Polish society (class, 'birth', geography, education, ethnicity, gender)? How does each respond to the social and political tensions of the interwar period in his/her writing? Were there any 'advantages of backwardness' for modernist artists on Europe's periphery?

- What about readers? Who were they? What, if anything, can we speculate about the audiences for these works?

· Can works of literature be read as historical sources?

Further readings:

Crowley, David. National Style and Nation-State: Design in Poland from the Vernacular Revival to the International Style

Dziewanowski, M. The Communist Party of Poland

Ficowski, Jerzy. Regions of the Great Heresy: Bruno Schulz, A Biographical Portrait

Lifton, Betty Jean. The King of Children: The Life and Death of Janusz Korczak

Marczyk, Ayelet Agnieszka. “History or Europe: Images of Europe and Defense of Aesthetic Innovation in Post-1918 Poland,” in Sascha Bru et. al., eds., Europa! Europa? The Avant-Garde, Modernism, and the Fate of a Continent

Polonsky, Antony. Politics in Independent Poland 1921-1939: The Crisis of Constitutional Government. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1972.

Schulz, Bruno. The Street of Crocodiles. Penguin, 1977. (BB)

Shore, Marci. Caviar and Ashes

Skaff, Sheila. The Law of the Looking Glass: Cinema in Poland, 1896-1939

Wat, Aleksander. My Century

Wood, Nathaniel. Becoming Metropolitan: Urban Selfhood and the Making of Modern Cracow

6. Tensions of coexistence: The multiethnic state

'J. Harufeler' in Shandler, ed., Awakening Lives. (BB)

Mendelsohn, Ezra. “Interwar Poland: good for the Jews or bad for the Jews?” In The Jews in Poland, edited by Abramsky, Chimen, Maciej Jachimczyk and Antony Polonsky, Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986.

Redlich, Shimon. Together and Apart in Brzezany: Poles, Jews, and Ukrainians, 1919-1945. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002, 1-70.

Snyder, The Reconstruction of Nations, 144-53.

- Consider different models of identity in the Harufeler memoir. Is identity a matter of choice for Harufeler and his contemporaries?

- What conditioned each group's sense of belonging and/or outsider status in Brzeżany? What were the primary vectors of cross-ethnic integration? The main sources of tension and fragmentation?

- What do you think of Redlich's methodology? 

· What made relations between Poles and Ukrainians a special case in interwar Brzeżany?

Further reading:

Gutman, Israel. The Jews of Poland Between Two World Wars

Hoffman, Eva. Shtetl

Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies, From Shtetl to Socialism: Studies from Polin

Katz, Steven T., ed. The Shtetl: New Evaluations

Marcus, Joseph. Social and Political History of the Jews in Poland, 1919-1939

Martin, Sean. Jewish Life in Cracow, 1918-1939

Polonsky, A. The Jews in Poland and Russia. Vol. 3, 1914-2005

Snyder, Timothy. Sketches from a Secret War: A Polish Artist’s Mission to Liberate Soviet Ukraine

7. No class this week – essays due Friday

8. World War II: Occupation and resistance

Karski, Jan. Story of a Secret State. Simon Publications, 2001, selections.

Topolski, Aleksander. Without Vodka: Adventures in Wartime Russia. South Royalton, VT: Steerforth Press, 2001.

- What were the goals of the two occupations, and how did their occupation policies differ accordingly?

- How should we define 'resistance'? 'Collaboration'? In what ways are these terms context-specific - e.g., should they mean different things in Poland in World War II than in, say, the Netherlands or Vichy France?

· What different motivations led people to participate in resistance activities? What psychological survival strategies did Polish resisters/victims adopt?

Further reading:

The Nazi Kultur in Poland. London: His Majesty's Stationery Office/Polish Ministry of Information, n.d.

Berghahn, Volker R. Europe in the Era of Two World Wars: From Militarism and Genocide to Civil Society, 1900-1950. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2006, Ch. 4.

Borodziej, Wlodzimierz. The Warsaw Uprising of 1944

Cienciała, Anna M., Natalia S. Lebedeva and Wojciech Materski, (eds.) Katyń: A Crime Without Punishment. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008.

Connelly, John. “Why the Poles Collaborated So Little--And Why That Is No Reason for Nationalist Hubris.” Slavic Review 4 (2005): 791-98.

Coutouvidis, John and Jaime Reynolds. Poland, 1939-1947. Leicester University Press, 1986.

Davies, Norman. Rising ‘44

Friedrich, Klaus-Peter. “Collaboration in a 'Land Without a Quisling': Patterns of Cooperation With the Nazi German Occupation Regime in Poland During World War II.” Slavic Review 64, no. 4 (2005): 711-46.

Gross, Jan Tomasz. Polish Society under German Occupation, 1939-1944. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1979.

Gross, Jan T. Revolution From Abroad: The Soviet Conquest of Poland's Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988, selections.

Grudzińska-Gross, Irena, and Jan Tomasz Gross, (eds.) War Through Children's Eyes. Hoover Press, 1985, selections (or other TBA).

Grynberg, Henryk. Children of Zion. Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 1994.

Hanson, Joanna. The Civilian Population and the Warsaw Uprising of 1944

Harvey, Elizabeth. “'We Forgot All Jews and Poles': German Women and the 'Ethnic Struggle' in Nazi-Occupied Poland.” Contemporary European History 10, no. 3 (2001): 447-61.

Jolluck, Katherine R. Exile and Identity: Polish Women in the Soviet Union during World War II. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2002.

Korbonski, Stefan. The Polish Underground State

Lukas, Richard. The Forgotten Holocaust

Mazower, Mark. Hitler's Empire: Nazi Rule in Occupied Europe. London: Penguin, 2008.

Piotrowski, Tadeusz, (ed.) The Polish Deportees of World War II: Recollections of Removal to the Soviet Union and Dispersal Throughout the World. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co, 2004.

Polonsky, Antony, (ed.) The Great Powers and the Polish Question, 1941-1945: A Documentary Study in Cold War Origins. London School of Economics, 1976.

Prazmowska, Anita. Civil War in Poland, 1942-1948. Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.

Prazmowska, Anita. Britain and Poland, 1939-1943: The Betrayed Ally

Pruszyński, Ksawery. Polish Invasion. Edinburgh: Birlinn Limited, 2009.

Reynolds, Jaime. “'Lublin' versus 'London'--The Party and the Underground Movement in Poland, 1944-1945.” Journal of Contemporary History 16, no. 4 (1981): 617-48.

Snyder, Timothy. Bloodlands: Europe between Stalin and Hitler. New York: Basic Books, 2010.

Waśkiewicz, Andrzej. “The Polish Home Army and the Politics of Memory.” East European Politics and Societies 24, no. 1 (2010): 44-58.

Week 9

Lecture: The Holocaust

Snyder, Ch. 8

Seminar

Nalkowska, Zofia. Medallions

Redlich, Together and Apart, 78-165.

- How did the occupations reinforce and/or redirect the splintering of Brzeżany's ethnic communities? Would it have been possible in 1939 to predict which cross-ethnic relationships would survive the pressures of the war?

· Is Redlich's view of Brzeżany and its history too rosy? Could non-Jewish populations have done more to help the Jews?

Further reading:

Barkan, Elazar et. al., eds. Shared History—Divided Memory. Jews and Others in Soviet-Occupied Poland, 1939-1941

Bauman, Zygmunt. Modernity and the Holocaust. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1989.

Brandon, Ray and Wendy Lower. The Shoah in Ukraine: History, Testimony, Memorialization

Engel, David. In the Shadow of Auschwitz: The Polish Government-in-Exile and the Jews, 1939-1942. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1987.

Engel, David. Facing a Holocaust: The Polish Government-in-Exile and the Jews, 1943-1945. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1993.

Engelking, Barbara. Holocaust and Memory: The Experience of the Holocaust and Its Consequences: An Investigation Based on Personal Narratives. London: Leicester University Press, 2001.

Engelking, Barbara and Jacek Leociak, (eds.) The Warsaw Ghetto: A Guide to the Perished City. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2009.

Gross, Jan T. Neighbours: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland

Gross, Jan T. Golden Harvest

Grynberg, Henryk. Drohobycz, Drohobycz and Other Stories

Gutenbaum, Jakub and Agnieszka Latala, eds. The Last Eyewitnesses: Children of the Holocaust Speak, vols. 1 & 2.

Gutman, Yisrael. The Jews of Warsaw, 1939-1943: Ghetto, Underground, Revolt. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1982.

Kassow, Samuel D. Who Will Write Our History? Rediscovering A Hidden Archive from the Warsaw Ghetto. London: Penguin, 2007.

Kazik (Simha Rotem). Memoirs of a Warsaw Ghetto Fighter. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994.

Kugelmass, Jack and Jonathan Boyarin, (eds.) From A Ruined Garden: The Memorial Books of Polish Jewry. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998.

Marrus, Michael. “Jewish Resistance to the Holocaust.” Journal of Contemporary History 30, no. 1 (1995): 83-110.

Polin: Studies in Polish Jewry, vol. 13

Paulsson, Gunnar S. Secret City: The Hidden Jews of Warsaw, 1940-1945. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002.

Polonsky, Antony, ed. My Brother’s Keeper? Recent Polish Debates on the Holocaust

Polonsky, Antony and Joanna B. Michlic, (eds.) The Neighbors Respond: The Controversy over the Jedwabne Massacre in Poland. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003.

Ringelblum, Emmanuel. Polish-Jewish Relations During the Second World War. New York: Howard Fertig, 1976.

Steinlauf, Michael C. Bondage to the Dead: Poland and the Memory of the Holocaust. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1997.

Tec, Nechama. Defiance: The Bielski Partisans. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.

Tec, Nechama. Resilience and Courage: Women, Men, and the Holocaust. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003.

Tec, Nechama. When Light Pierced the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland. New York: Oxford University Press, 1986.

Week 10

Lecture: Building Socialism

Jarosz, Dariusz. “Everyday Life in Poland in the Light of Letters to the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers' Party, 1950-1956.” Acta Poloniae Historica 85 (2002): 285-311.

Snyder, The Reconstruction of Nations, Chs. 9 & 10

Seminar

Lebow, Katherine A. “Public Works, Private Lives: Youth Brigades in Nowa Huta in the 1950s.” Contemporary European History 10, no. 2 (2001): 199-219.

- Was World War II a social revolution in Poland? What legacies of both the wartime and interwar periods contributed to the legitimacy of Communist rule?

- What did 'building socialism' promise to the children of former peasants? To women? To young people? What was the appeal of Nowa Huta to those who moved there?

· In what ways was the working class both essential and deeply problematic for Poland's new rulers?

Further reading:

Abrams, Bradley F. “The Second World War and the East European Revolution.” East European Politics and Societies 16, no. 3 (2003): 623-64.

Connelly, John. Captive University

Fidelis, Malgorzata. Women, Communism, and Industrialization in Postwar Poland

Gattrell, Peter and Nick Baron, (eds.) Warlands: Population Resettlement and State Reconstruction in the Soviet-East European Borderlands, 1945-50. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

Gross, Jan T. Fear: Antisemitism in Poland after Auschwitz

Kemp-Welch, A. Poland Under Communism

Kemp-Welch, A., (ed.) Stalinism in Poland, 1944-1956: Selected Papers from the Fifth World Congress of Central and East European Studies, Warsaw, 1995. London: Macmillan Press, 1999.

Kenney, Padraic. “Remaking the Polish Working Class: Early Stalinist Models of Labor and Leisure.” Slavic Review 53, no. 1 (Spring (1994): 1-25.

Kenney, Padraic. Rebuilding Poland

Kersten, Krystyna. The Establishment of Communist Rule in Poland

Laba, Roman. The Roots of Solidarity

Muller, Anna. “'The Second Shore': The Poetry of Male and Female Political Prisoners in Postwar Poland.” Aspasia: The International Yearbook of Central, Eastern, and Southeastern European Women's and Gender History 3 (2009): 79-105.

Naimark, Norman and Leonid Gibianskii, (eds.) The Establishment of Communist Regimes in Eastern Europe, 1944-1949. Boulder: Westview Press, 1997.

Nowak, Basia. “Constant Conversations: Agitators in the League of Women in Poland during the Stalinist Period.” Feminist Studies 31.3 (2005):

Paczkowski, Andrzej. The Spring Will Be Ours

Polonsky, Antony and Bolesław Drukier, (eds.) The Beginnings of Communist Rule in Poland: December 1943-June 1945. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 

Prazmowska, Anita. Wladyslaw Gomulka: A Biography

Slabek, Henryk. “Socio-Political Aspects of the Polish Peasants (1944-1948).” Acta Poloniae Historica 57 (1988): 137-66.

Toranska, Teresa. 'Them': Stalin's Polish Puppets. New York: Harper & Row, 1987.

Wrobel, Piotr and Anna Wrobel. Historical Dictionary of Poland, 1945-1996

Week 11

Lecture: Really existing socialism? Crisis and opposition

Seminar

Documents from The Solidarity Sourcebook. Vancouver: New Star Books, 1982 and The Polish August: Documents From the Beginnings of the Polish Workers' Rebellion, Gdansk - August, 1980. San Francisco: Ztangi Press, 1981.

Laba, Roman, 'Worker Roots of Solidarity', Problems of Communism, July-August 1986.

Penn, Shana. Solidarity's Secret: The Women Who Defeated Communism in Poland. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2006, selections.

- How did the political economy of state socialism, according to Verdery, lead to the system's being 'undermined' at all levels? If so, why didn't it collapse earlier?

- How did everyday experiences in the workplace contribute to worker opposition? 

- How far back should we trace the roots of Solidarity? 

- To what extent was Solidarity a class-based, to what extent a national movement? What were the roles of the intelligentsia and the Church in Polish opposition activities from the late 1960s onward?

· What, according to Penn, was distinctive about women's role in Solidarity? What insights about the nature of the movement more generally can be gained from studying women's activities within it?

Further reading:

Borejsza, Jerzy and Klaus Ziemer, eds. Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes in Europe: Legacies and Lessons from the Twentieth Century

Brown, Belinda. The Private Revolution: Women in the Polish Underground Movement. London: Hera Trust, 2003.

Brumberg, Abraham, (ed.) Poland: Genesis of a Revolution. New York: Random House, 1983.

Coates, Paul. The Red and the White: The Cinema of People’s Poland

Crowley, David and Susan Reid, eds. Socialist Spaces: Sites of Everyday Life in the Eastern Bloc

Crowley, David. Warsaw

Crowley, David and Susan Reid, eds. Pleasures in Socialism: Leisure and Luxury in the Eastern Bloc

Dadlez, Anna R. Political and Social Issues in Poland as Reflected in the Polish Novel 1946-1985. New York: Columbia University Press, 1989.

Eisler, Jerzy. “March 1968 in Poland.” In 1968: The World Transformed, edited by Fink, Carole, Philipp Gassert and Detlef Junker, 237-52. Cambridge University Press/German Historical Institute, 1998.

Fidelis, Małgorzata. “Are You a Modern Girl? Consumer Culture and Young Women in 1960s Poland.” In Gender Politics and Everyday Life in State Socialist East and Central Europe, edited by Penn, Shana and Jill Massino, 171-84. Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

Garton-Ash, Timothy. The Polish Revolution

Goodwyn, Lawrence. Breaking the Barrier: The Rise of Solidarity in Poland. New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

Kenney, Padraic. “The Gender of Resistance in Communist Poland.” American Historical Review 104, no. 2 (1999): 399-425.

Kenney, Padraic. A Carnival of Revolution

Kubik, Jan. The Power of Symbols against the Symbols of Power: The Rise of Solidarity and the Fall of State Socialism in Poland. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994.

Lopinski, Maciej et. al. Konspira: Solidarity Underground

Machcewicz, Pawel. Rebellious Satellite

Mazierska, Ewa and Elzbieta Ostrowska, Women in Polish Cinema

Mrożek, Sławomir and Daniel Charles Gerould. The Mrożek Reader. Grove Press, 2004.

Nowakowski, Marek. The Canary and Other Tales of Martial Law. Translated by Bronkowska, Krystyna. Garden City, NY: The Dial Press, 1984.

Osa, Maryjane. Solidarity and Contention

Ost, David. Solidarity and the Politics of Anti-Politics: Opposition and Reform in Poland since 1968. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1990.

Paczkowski, Andrzej et. al., eds. From Solidarity to Martial Law: The Polish Crisis of 1980-1981

Penn, Shana and Jill Massino, eds. Gender Politics and Everyday Life in State Socialist Eastern and Central Europe

Reading, Anna. Polish Women, Solidarity and Feminism. Houndmills, England: Macmillan Academic and Professional Ltd, 1992.

Reid, Susan and David Crowley, eds., Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe

Tismeanu, V. The Revolutions of 1989

Verdery, Katherine. 'What was socialism, and why did it fall?' in Verdery, Katherine. What Was Socialism, and What Comes Next? Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996.

Weschler, Lawrence. The Passion of Poland: From Solidarity Through the State of War. New York: Pantheon Books, 1984.

Wedel, Janine. The Private Poland. New York: Facts on File Publications, 1986.

Wedel, Janine R., (ed.) The Unplanned Society: Poland During and After Communism. New York: Columbia University Press, 1992.

[Week 12]

Lecture: Epilogue: In the 'new Europe'?

Snyder, The Reconstruction of Nations, Chs. 12 & 13

Seminar

· Compared to earlier 'reconstructions', did 1989 involve greater continuities or discontinuities?

Further reading:

The Wall in My Head: Words and Images from the Fall of the Iron Curtain. A Words without Borders Anthology. Rochester, NY: Open Letter, 2009.

Antohi, Sorin and V. Tismeanu. Between Past and Future: The Revolutiosn of 1989 and Their Aftermath

Dunn, Elizabeth C. Privatizing Poland: Baby Food, Big Business, and the Remaking of Labor. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2004, selections.

Kenney, Padraic. The Burdens of Freedom

Ost, David. The Defeat of Solidarity 

Polonsky, A. and Monika Adamczyk-Garbowska, eds. Contemporary Jewish Writing in Poland: An Anthology

Shore, Marci. “(The End of) Communism as a Generational History: Some Thoughts on Czechoslovakia and Poland.” Contemporary European History 18, no. 3 (2009): 303-29.

